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The internment of Italians had a profound affect in the sugar 
producing districts of North Queensland where, by the outbreak of 
2 
World War Two there were some seven thousand people of Italian birth. 
In Hinchinbrook Shire they constituted over a quarter of the total 
population, in Johnstone about one in eight. The actual numbers of 
people of Italian extraction were far greater as the migrant chains 
date back to the nineteenth century. Much of the early migration 
was from Lombardy and Piedmont, particularly Alessandria; by the 
1920's there was also a considerable Inflow from Catania and the 
3 
Veneto. Due to chain migration identifiable regional groups 
occupied different areas of North Queensland: there was a distinct 
Sicilian group in the Innisfall district; Ingham was predominantly 
northern Italian, the home for many of the late-comers from the 
north-east. It is arguable that this pattern gave Hinchinbrook the 
strong antifascist bias which sets it apart from other areas of 
migrant settlement and justifies a separate study to supplement 
4 
Crescianl's considerable work on migrant politics. Further it 
accounts for the strongly felt attitudes of these communities to this 
day to the internment episode. 
Although the Commonwealth Investigation Branch had been compiling 
files on the Italian community since 1929 , no real attempt to assess 
it as a potential security risk was made until 1939. In June of that 
year the Commonwealth Government passed an Act relating to the 
Registration of Aliens compelling the registration of foreign nationals. 
Many of the North Queensland Italians were unnaturalized. They may 
have been Influenced to remain so by fascist propaganda, but more 
important was the introduction of farm and mill peaks at the beginning 
of the decade. Restricting the expansion of the sugar industry, these 
peaks also removed the strongest incentive to naturalization, the 
desire to take up freehold land. When war broke out in 1939 it was 
estimated that in Hinchinbrook alone there were some eight hundred 
unnaturalized adult Italians who, under the National Security (Aliens 
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Control) Regulations of 13 September 1939 became subject to a plethora 
of restrictions on their movements and private lives and liable to 
internment in the event of war with their country of origin. Despite 
o 
this, and the growing tension around them, the migrants were disinc-
lined to believe that Italy would enter the war on the side of Germany, 
and they were psychologically unprepared for the world events which 
turned them into enemy aliens in June 1940. Overnight their status 
changed dramatically. Gino, who had recently bought a small mixed 
farm at Kennedy, travelled to Ingham on 11 June. When he entered a 
store his order was rejected with an assertion that "You are the 
enemy now." "Who me?" asked the bewildered migrant. "What did I do?" 
Internments had begun that morning and arrests were carried out 
in accordance with lists drawn up from the aliens register. The 
Italians were categorized according to their politics, occupation and 
12 
standing in the community, and although North Queenslanders were 
unaware of this rationale, it was nevertheless perceived that the 
"clever people'' had been taken. Officially, arrests were "carried out 
with despatch, but without harshness or the exercise of any greater 
amount of force than is necessary in all the circumstances." The 
Minister for Defence further stipulated: "In particular, unless there 
is reason to suspect that the proposed internee is likely to endeavour 
to evade arrest. Internments should be carried out in daylight, or at 
13 least before the proposed internee has retired to rest." Since the 
arrests were effected by the local police, however, the internee's 
experience depended on the character of the officer concerned and 
his previous relationship with and. inevitably, the social standing 
of the migrant concerned. Ignazlo, a communist boot repairer from 
Ingham, was picked up in the middle of the night. His house was 
ransacked and his precious books, and the anti-fascist newspapers he 
was receiving from France and California, were heaped in his front 
14 garden and burned. Mario, a Giru field hand who had served as a 
volunteer in Abyssinia, was allowed to take nothing with him after a 
nocturnal police raid on his barracks. On the other hand, Giuseppe, 
an Innisfall bus driver and a popular local soccer player, was taken 
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from his bus by friendly detectives who explained his arrest in 
terms of orders from Military Intelligence. He was allowed home 
to pack a suitcase for the jail, and his most unpleasant memory 
is of being handcuffed to a Calabrian during the train journey. 
During the following eighteen months the migrants' positions became 
increasingly difficult. As enemy aliens their movements were 
restricted and they were required to present their aliens registration 
certificates at the local police station each week. To exacerbate 
18 
their plight naturalization ceased and the lease or purchase of 
19 land was forbidden. Rural life was hampered by the prohibition of 
radios, electric torches, motor vehicles and fuel. Hunting and 
20 fishing were terminated by the seizure of guns and boats. More-
21 
over, employment opportunities were restricted and, despite the 
enlistment of many British Australians, the Italians lost the few 
22 jobs they had at the sugar mills and any prospect of employment on 
23 Council works. The resignation of Gulseppe Cantamessa from his 
24 position as Shire Councillor was symbolic of the loss of a prestige 
which had taken decades to acquire. As in other districts the 
returned servicemens' organisations contributed to the problems 
faced by migrants. Following a meeting in the Sydney town hall, 
Townsville, Ayr and Cairns branches passed resolutions calling for the 
immediate Internment of all enemy aliens, and the Association convened 
25 
a public meeting in the Burdekin district for the same purpose. It 
is undeniable, however, that the old North Queensland disputes about 
land occupation underlay much of the campaign. The Innisfall 
R.S.S.I.L.A. overtly couched their appeal to the Attorney General 
In these terms and Inspector P.J. Honan of the Cairns police, 
advising against approval of the purchase of a Mareeba tobacco farm 
by a naturalized citizen, noted that local feeling was hostile to 
27 further land acquisition by Italians. During 1941 the Director 
of Security, reporting on land transfers in the Ingham district, 
cited a resident as saying: 
I expect a lot of trouble here with the Dagoes, but we 
will handle them - the boys only need the slightest 
thing to start them and they will clean out the North. 
1*7 
DIANE MENGHETTI 
A roll call was held the other day - if a Dago had 
been picked up they would have had a clean up. Anyway 
why should a Britisher take second place all the time 
while they have the pick of all the jobs here and 
Dagoes can get as much benzine to run about with [sic] 
and white men cannot.2° 
Such sentiments, of course, were only voiced by a small sector of 
northern society. Nevertheless they produced a strand of violence 
which was intimidating to some and provocative to others. Augusto 
and his wife retreated to his brother's farm where they saw no 
29 
Australians. Giovanni and his family stayed home as much as possible 
30 
"in case something happened". Angelo on the other hand recalled 
31 
with enthusiasm his scraps with name callers and Vlttorlo blamed 
many of the confrontations on "hot headed" Italians who patrolled the 
streets and hotels waiting to be called dagoes. He remembered with 
respect the Ingham police sergeant who converted brawls into one-to-
one fist fights behind the Italian-owned East Ingham Hotel. On at 
least one occasion, however, a mob successfully gate-crashed an 
Italian function at the Ingham Workers' Club and fought with the men 
32 
while women and children escaped through the windows. Matters came 
to a head in December 1941 when Japan entered the war on the side of 
Germany and Italy. North Queensland was considered vulnerable to 
Japanese attack and pressure on the Italians Increased rapidly. On 
12 February 1942 the Minister for the Army imposed a curfew on all 
enemy aliens resident in Queensland, confining them to their homes 
33 between eight in the evening and five in the morning. Its Impact, 
however, was subsumed by that of the large scale Internments which 
began a week later. Of the three thousand Queenslanders interned 
34 during the war about six hundred were arrested on omnibus warrants 
executed in the small sugar towns of the north during the following 
three months. Suddenly it was no longer the "clever people" who 
were involved. Mario's brother, naturalized during 1926. was 
35 
arrested. Joe, aged thirty-six, was bom in Charters Towers and 
had never seen Italy. He was taken away in a truck driven by his 
'^6 brother Steve, a member of the Citizens' Military Force. Giovanni's 
sixteen year old son was seized during the night and an eighty year 
37 
old farmer was prodded down the Halifax road with a rifle. No one 
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explained why they were taken or where they were going. 
The arrests and safe custody of the prisoners to Brisbane were the 
responsibility of the police. On one occasion a police sergeant and 
a security man had visited Joe's house in his absence. Ignoring 
his wife and children, they ransacked his home; "they even looked 
under the saucepan lids" before leaving, all without speaking to the 
frightened family. Notwithstanding this forewarning Joe was taken 
by surprise when, in March, two local policemen arrested him in a 
pre-dawn raid. He was allowed to dress, but not to pack; his wife 
38 
sent a suitcase after him. Angelo was picked up when he collected 
his unemplojnnent cheque from the police station in Ingham. He was 
Instructed to go to the back of the station, where he was arrested 
39 
without explanation. Gino. who owned a sawmill at Mount Fox where 
he was producing gunstocks for the army, was detained early in March. 
It was his wife's birthday and the sergeant of police, an old friend. 
40 
ate lunch with them, too embarrassed to explain his errand. 
Gulseppe was again arrested on the job. He was driven home in a 
police car, ate a meal with his parents and packed before being 
driven to the police station. At the lock-up he found a dozen other 
prisoners, some crying but all frightened, whom he attempted, as a 
41 
second-time internee, to reassure. Giovanni and his young son 
were taken during the night. The police were "very rough"; his 
wife was weeping, but they were allowed to take the cases they had 
42 packed in advance. Indeed, by late March nearly every Italian 
household in the district had suitcases prepared; no-one knew whose 
door would be knocked on next. 
The Internments ended in April 1942, as abruptly and to their 
44 
victims, as inexplicably as they had begun. The "prisoners" were 
kept in local lock-ups until the arrival of the south-bound train 
which took them, under police guard, to the Stuart Creek jail near 
Townsville where their cases were Impounded and where they remained 
until there were sufficient numbers to fill an internee train. At 
night they occupied the cells; they spent their days in overcrowded 
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exercise yards. Since the jail's facilities were quite Inadequate 
for so many inmates they remained for about a week, bearded and 
unwashed, wearing the clothes in which they were arrested. Eventually 
they were marched under guard to Stuart Railway siding to board the 
"internee special", its doors sealed, its windows barred. Some had 
seats; some sat on the floor. During a respite at Mackay station one 
group was pelted with tomatoes and another given apples by an Australian 
45 
who explained that his son was interned in Italy. 
For many their arrival at the Gaythorne transit camp outside 
Brisbane was the end of a bad dream; there they officially became 
46 the responsibility of the Army. They were accommodated in tents, 
fed well, allowed to bathe, dressed in the red-dyed army clothes which 
were to be their uniforms until release, interviewed and categorized 
by the officer-ln-charge. Some memories of this interlude include 
the anti-fascists beginning again their painstaking collection of 
47 literature through the agency of a communist soldier, and the cook, 
an early Internee from Ingham, surreptitiously supplying extra food 
48 for their trip south. When they left Gaythorne for New South 
Wales or South Australia it was by passenger train with no bars, only 
a soldier at each end of the carriage. English-speaking internees 
actually disembarked at some stations to buy sandwiches, and at 
Albury the guard tried to prevent Joe from getting back into the train 
49 
which, he said, was reserved for Italians. 
In 1940 most of the first wave of Queensland Internees had been 
sent to Camp 9 at Barmera in South Australia. In 1942, although 
families and some of the naturalized men went to Cowra in New South 
Wales, the majority of the North Queensland Italians were interned 
at the new camps about two kilometers from Barmera, number 14, 
Loveday. Here they took over compounds A and D. Initially they had 
camp A to themselves; in 14D there were already some fifty or sixty 
German farmers from Monto and Central Queensland and about one hundred 
and twenty refugees from Dunera, mainly Jewish, who had been 
transferred there from Tatura in Victoria to make room for the in-
coming prisoners of war. The Germans and Italians, both groups 
200 
"THEIR COUNTRY, NOT MINE": THE INTERNMENTS 
having rural backgrounds in Australia, got on well together. Indeed 
they seem to have regarded themselves as pioneers, carving out a home 
in the wilderness, for, on their arrival. 14D consisted only of a 
central kitchen and store surrounded by barbed wire, with guard 
towers and spotlights at each corner, and the prisoners had to be 
accommodated in army tents. Gino, the sawmiller, was elected camp 
leader and organized parties to go outside to cut timber with which, 
52 
under the direction of five Italian carpenters, they erected barracks. 
14A, under Doctor M. Piscitelli of the Ingham Italian hospital, was 
less enterprising; his charges lived eight to a tent for some months 
before constructing corrugated iron huts under army direction. They 
53 did, however, collect scrap iron and supply themselves with beds. 
Both camps quickly set about creating occupations. They planted 
vegetable gardens, played bocce and tennis and organized boxing and 
wrestling matches; soccer was extremely popular as a participant and 
spectator sport. Generally speaking the Army interfered very little 
with internal organization. Gambling was forbidden, and Gino 
attempted to enforce this rule in 14D. The result, however, tended 
54 to be that covert games of two-up replaced overt games of poker. 
In Piscitelli's camp the men gambled openly with playing cards hired 
out by Joe. The guards were reluctant to become Involved, and it 
was understood that, provided the Internees denied that money was 
involved, no action would be taken. The only Incident recalled was 
the harsh punishment of an Italian who refused to deny that he was 
gambling. Wine making was not discouraged; Indeed large 
quantities of grapes could be purchased at the canteen. No alcohol 
was sold, however, and grappa stills were raided and dismantled. 
Food, clothing and medical care were universally remembered as 
excellent. The internees appointed their own cooks, most with 
experience in the cane cutters' barracks, and ingredients for Italian 
58 
style food were provided. In general relationships between the 
soldiers and Internees were good. In both camps the Italians supplied 
their guards with vegetables and panini. Working parties often 
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pooled their food with the guards who permitted an occasional rabbit 
hunt to supplement the rations and drove slowly back to camp to faci-
litate petty pilfering from overhead fruit trees. Sometimes the 
59 parties swam together in a creek. One group of workers remembered 
driving to their job in a horse and cart; while the guard held the 
reins one of the prisoners looked after his rifle. 
One young soldier came there direct from the Middle 
East and wanted to prove something, but the other 
guards pulled him into line.°^ 
The work was paid at a rate of one shilling a day (two shillings for 
62 
cleaning latrines) in camp currency which, at Loveday, consisted 
63 
of paper money in denominations of up to one shilling. Apart 
from a brawl in one of the 14D huts when the communal mallbag 
revealed that an Ingham wife was corresponding with more than one 
64 
man in the hut, the early months passed peacefully. 
Less contented were the Dunera refugees. As urban Intellectuals 
they attracted scorn for their inability to help establish the camp 
and moral censure for their alleged tolerance of homosexuality in 
their huts. The scorn was reciprocated, and the refugees bombarded 
the military authorities with demands to be moved to a "non-Nazi" 
camp. Despite the political implication their practical complaints 
were that they were interned "with 700 Italians, whose educational 
standing is far below the average standard of a civilized nation;" 
and that rations for Germans "are bigger and better than those for 
the Italians. Italians are not entitled to tinned fruit, but take 
our fruit and distribute them evenly amongst all 500, instead of our 
170 men." Despite the incompatibility of the two groups and the 
prejudice and intolerance displayed by both, no real trouble was 
experienced until Loveday received the political prisoners from 
Barmera Camp 9. 
Among the intake were the communists and anarchists Interned from 
North Queensland in 1940, and a small group of very active fascists, 
together with a much larger number of fascist supporters, many of whom 
came from West Australia, particularly from the mines of the Kalgoorlie 
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district. Trouble broke out immediately in 14A. from which about 
one hundred and thirty men had been working on farms outside the 
camp as paid volunteers. Piscitelli. although a fascist, had not 
been active or vocal in politics either in Ingham or in his early 
months at Loveday, and had encouraged outside work on health grounds. 
After the fascist Influx, however, he declared that volunteer labour 
constituted a contribution to the Australian war effort and therefore 
a betrayal of Italy. The work parties were menaced by a mob armed 
with sticks and rocks and, though a brawl was avoided, the damage 
was done. The compound became tense and divided: "We did not sing 
1.68 
together any more. 
The tension surfaced in a variety of ways. The heavy censorship 
of the daily newspaper was a constant source of irritation; missing 
news items were interpreted as reporting Axis victories and Allied 
losses. The more naive internees began keeping diaries in the 
belief that after Australia had fallen they would receive compensation 
for their time in Loveday. The North Queenslanders discovered 
among their numbers fascist supporters who had been too timid to 
declare their sympathies before the arrival of the West Australians 
afforded them adequate support. The refugees were subjected to a 
nerve-racking campaign which Included the decoration of their break-
72 fast tables with swastikas. Physical assaults occurred in both camps, 
although it is often difficult to separate political attacks from 
extensions of North Queensland feuds, particularly in 14D. For 
example, the beating of an ex-manager of a northern finance company 
was almost certainly the result of his business relations with the 
Hinchinbrook farmers, and an assault on Gino. though ascribed by him 
to his "pro-Australlan"leanings, may well have resulted from his 
73 
earlier financial dealings. Indeed collections for the Aid to 
Russia movement were carried out peacefully in 14D, but in the 
adjacent camp provoked a series of incidents leading up to the 
murder of the North Queensland (Mareeba) anarchist, Francesco Fantin. 
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Partly due to the problems in the camps, but mainly as a result 
of the acute manpower shortage, it was decided, in January 1943, 
to release numbers of Italians into the workforce. Informal commit-
tees began examining and interrogating internees at Loveday late in 
February. The questions posed by the tribunals were almost as 
mystifying to the men as the original internment orders; they were 
asked how much wine they drank and whether they had ever had 
dealings with the Ingham police. Angelo was asked what he would 
78 do in the event of a Japanese invasion. Although a few sick or 
79 
naturalized migrants were released to return to their own homes 
most Internees were sent out as labour conscripts: naturalized and 
Australian born men under the Civil Construction Corps and the others 
In Civil Aliens Corps squads. They worked in gangs on government 
projects such as dam. railway and road construction: one group from 
14D worked on the Barron Gorge project in Tasmania; one from 14A 
formed construction gangs on the Northern Line of the South Australian 
railway. In view of the political divisions in the camp it is 
interesting to note that when this party of some eighty North 
Queenslanders was released the Italians were Instructed to divide 
themselves into two gangs. After a brief discussion on the north-
bound train the northern Italians took the first job while the 
80 
southern Italians went on up the line to Edwards Creek. After the 
armistice with Italy in September 1943 the Italians were transferred 
from the Civil Aliens Corps to the Civil Construction Corps. They 
were paid award wages and belonged to trade unions but. as labour 
conscripts, their place of work was ordained by the manpower 
81 
authorities. Some found themselves in Brisbane (Rosewood); others 
were sent to the Northern Territory where the Corps played a major 
82 
role in the construction of the Stuart Highway. Those few who 
returned to North Queensland were consigned to farms as cane cutters 
83 
or were employed on the Lucinda harbour works. Most of the Internees 
were away from home until the end of the war, a situation which 
inflicted considerable hardship on their wives and children. 
Families left entirely without means were given subsistence 
84 government pensions; Frances received nine shillings a week for 
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herself and her two babies, dropping to 8/9 when it was discovered 
85 
that she was being given milk from a neighbour's cow. For those 
with farms to maintain these were lonely, back-breaking years and 
mental and physical scars are still felt in the north. In Hinchin-
brook alone one hundred and forty-seven cane farmers and three hundred 
R6 
and eighty-six canecutters and field hands were interned. In 
addition, large numbers of trucks and tractors were Impounded for 
87 
war work and the internees' farms were denied fertilizers. Italian 
wives and children used horse-drawn ploughs and planted, chipped 
and harvested the sugar cane to keep themselves alive and to maintain 
88 
the loan repayments on their farms. Sugar production fell dramati-
cally and attempts to introduce Australian soldiers to the work of 
cane cutting were not successful and are remembered with scorn. 
More useful was the introduction of Aboriginal labour from Palm 
89 Island. During 1942 the Women's Land Army arrived to grow cotton 
90 
and, the following year, vegetables in the Burdekin district. In 
conjunction with this project came the ultimate irony of setting up an 
Italian prisoner of war camp near to Home Hill to fill the labour 
shortage created by interning local Italians. 
The rationale of the internments is still a matter for speculation 
In North Queensland and three theories are current. Some believe 
that individual decisions were arrived at for each internee on the 
basis of nationality, political involvement and whether he had been 
reported to the police as a fascist or trouble maker. Local returned 
servicemen and veterans are widely suspected of reporting individual 
91 farmers, especially in the Innisfall district. In Tully suspicion 
falls on the "Masons" (freemasons), although this term is sometimes 
92 
used as a synonym for English or protestant. In Ingham jealous 
neighbours hoping to take over abandoned cane farms are high on the 
93 list of suspects. One wife believes herself guilty of triggering her 
husband's Internment. Some years before the war she had bought a floor 
rug with a swastika pattern in Ingham; she believes that "somebody" had 
94 
seen It and reported him. A second theory is that some were 
arrested for non-cooperation with the manpower authorities. Radical 
205 
DIANE MENGHETTI 
canecutters early in the war had held a meeting at which they had 
decided to "stick together" and "stand firm" in opposing what they saw 
as labour conscription. They perceived the government as a conservative 
95 power punishing striking workers. The third notion is that the 
internments had nothing to do with individuals, but that powerful 
agents such as the R.S.S.I.L.A. and the journal Smith's Weekly 
agitated until it became politically desirable to Intern a number of 
Italians. According to this the police arrested people at random until 
the quota was filled. 
Given the small size and intense economic activity of the communi-
ties it is reasonable to suppose that some feuds were settled by 
Internment since the dossiers which led to the arrests were compiled 
97 locally. Nevertheless there appears to have been a strong element of 
strategic consideration behind the omnibus warrants of 1942. In 
Hinchinbrook Italians were taken from Trebonne, Stone River and Mount 
Fox, which intercept the Mount Fox military road, Ingham's excavation 
98 
route into the interior in the event of a Japanese invasion. Ironi-
cally it was the families whose men had been Interned who most feared 
that the arrival of the Japanese would find them unprotected. A con-
tingency plan was drawn up and the Home Defence instructed an Italian 
farmer to keep twenty saddle horses in readiness for the evacuation 
99 
of Ingham. Another area which was stripped of its Italian inhabitants 
was the triangle formed by the Victoria and Macknade roads; Halifax 
in particular was completely depopulated. Within this triangle is the 
road linking Ingham with its port, Lucinda, and Victoria and Macknade, 
the two Hinchinbrook sugar mills which were considered prime targets 
for sabotage, presumably by the Italian farmers whose livelihood 
depended on their efficiency. 
What is certain in retrospect is the high financial, mental and 
spiritual cost of the Internments. Although some of the bitterness 
of the early war years evaporated as the few men, Australian and 
Italian, who were left rallied to help their stricken neighbours, 
throughout the war years the threat of internment hung over the district: 
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the final missile in farmers' squabbles; the ultimate revenge. The 
Internees constantly described their experiences in terms of "guilt": 
one said he "felt like a murderer", another "like a criminal". 
Saddest of all was a comment from a North Queensland pioneer of sixty 
years standing who justified his internment with the remark that 
"After all, it is their country, not mine." 
NOTE ON THE SOURCES 
The material in this lecture is drawn from both archival and 
oral sources in an attempt to convey, without loss of accuracy, the 
Italian view of the North Queensland internments. Because of the 
sensitivity of the subject matter many of the interviewees prefer not 
to be named. Therefore individuals have been allotted pseudonyms 
which are used consistently throughout the lecture. Some of the 
interviews were conducted by Samml Reindl of Ingham, to whom I am 
heavily indebted. 
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45. G.C. 
46. AA: BP 242/1, 1942-1950; Q33794. 
47. I.e. 
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The internment of Italians had a profound affect in the sugar 
producing districts of North Queensland where, by the outbreak of 
2 
World War Two there were some seven thousand people of Italian birth. 
In Hinchinbrook Shire they constituted over a quarter of the total 
population, in Johnstone about one in eight. The actual numbers of 
people of Italian extraction were far greater as the migrant chains 
date back to the nineteenth century. Much of the early migration 
was from Lombardy and Piedmont, particularly Alessandria; by the 
1920's there was also a considerable Inflow from Catania and the 
3 
Veneto. Due to chain migration identifiable regional groups 
occupied different areas of North Queensland: there was a distinct 
Sicilian group in the Innisfall district; Ingham was predominantly 
northern Italian, the home for many of the late-comers from the 
north-east. It is arguable that this pattern gave Hinchinbrook the 
strong antifascist bias which sets it apart from other areas of 
migrant settlement and justifies a separate study to supplement 
4 
Crescianl's considerable work on migrant politics. Further it 
accounts for the strongly felt attitudes of these communities to this 
day to the internment episode. 
Although the Commonwealth Investigation Branch had been compiling 
files on the Italian community since 1929 , no real attempt to assess 
it as a potential security risk was made until 1939. In June of that 
year the Commonwealth Government passed an Act relating to the 
Registration of Aliens compelling the registration of foreign nationals. 
Many of the North Queensland Italians were unnaturalized. They may 
have been Influenced to remain so by fascist propaganda, but more 
important was the introduction of farm and mill peaks at the beginning 
of the decade. Restricting the expansion of the sugar industry, these 
peaks also removed the strongest incentive to naturalization, the 
desire to take up freehold land. When war broke out in 1939 it was 
estimated that in Hinchinbrook alone there were some eight hundred 
unnaturalized adult Italians who, under the National Security (Aliens 
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48. G.C. 
49. J.B. 
50. G.P. In September they were joined by the few members of 
the Australia First Movement who were still interned. See 
Bruce Muirden, The Puzzled Patriots: The story of the 
Australia First Movement (Melbourne 1968), p.125. 
51. Alan Fitzgerald, The Italian Farming Soldiers: Prisoners 
of War in Australia 1941-1947 (Melbourne 1981), p.5. 
52. G.P. 
53. G.C. 
54. G.S. 
55. J.B. 
56. G.C. The incident is revealing. The card game was Invaded 
by a very large squad of soldiers (thirty to forty) and 
the internee was repeatedly asked to deny that he was 
gambling. It is clear that the guards wished to avoid a 
confrontation and the migrant was anxious to provoke one. 
Further, after his arrest the poker player was sentenced to 
thirty days solitary confinement under extremely trying 
conditions. His partners' denial that they were gambling 
was accepted. This suggests that there was a political 
undercurrent to the incident. 
57. M.P. See also AA: BP 242/1, 1942-1950; Q33794. 
58. Australian internment camps. although not in fact covered 
by the Geneva Convention, were operated under the same 
rules as the prisoner of war camps which were. 
59. G.C. 
60. A.L. 
61. G.P. 
62. A.L. 
63. V.S. Other camps used coins with holes drilled in them. 
64. G.P. 
65. G.P. 
66. AA: BP 242/1, 1942-1950; Q33794. The disparity in the numbers 
arises because on the one hand they are talking about the camp 
on the other about their messing group. 
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67, 
68, 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
G.S. 
G.C. 
G.P. 
G.S. 
G.C. 
G.S. This was ascribed to German Nazis who also came into 
the camp from Bairmera 9. The German Internees also were 
divided on political lines. 
73. G.P. When discussing farm purchases and interest rates, 
several interviewees said of unpopular financiers "They 
were taken care of in the internment camps." 
74. For a discussion of this incident see Cresciani, Fascism, 
Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia, p.176. 
75. AA: BP 242/1. 1942-1950; Q33794. 
75. J.B. It should be noted that although the Internees found 
the questions irrelevant they were, of course, part of a 
carefully designed format. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
G.C. 
A.L. 
Aldo, who was suffering from ca: 
that he work as a canecutter. 
G.C. 
I.e. 
A.L. 
J.B. 
AA: BP 242/1, 1942-1950; Q33794 
F.B. 
86. Queensland State Archives, Royal Commission into the Sugar 
Industry, 1942. Minutes of Evidence; ROY/22. 
87. Herbert River Express, 28 May 1942. 
88. M.P. 
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89. A.P. 
90. Pamela Anne Carlton, The Australian Women's Land Army in 
Queensland July 1942 - December 1945 (M.A. thesis, James Cook 
University of North Queensland, 1980), pp.142-161. 
91. G.P. 
92. C.E. informal communication. 
93. G.P. 
94. F.B. 
95. A.L. 
96. M.P. A similar idea was voiced by Senator J.I. Armstrong 
during 1950. See Muirden, The Puzzled Patriots, p.95. 
97. AA: BP 242/1, 1942-1950; Q33794. 
98. Mines were laid by the Army along this road. See Janice 
Wegner, Hinchinbrook, work in progress. 
99. A.P. 
212 
